
Art: Creating Story Characters in Clay 
AC Flora Grades: 9-12, Instructor Anthony Conway 
Ceramics Two, Day 1 
 

Standards 
 

VA.CR.AL.1: I can create, refine, and communicate ideas based on the elements and 
principles of design and other compositional strategies and structures. 
VA.R.AL.5.1:  I can examine the symbols, subject, and media in artwork to infer the 
meaning. 
VA.R .AL.5.2:  I can examine and explain the impact of the artist’s compositional 
choices on the message of the artwork. 
VA.C.AL.6: I can analyze the function and meaning of artworks from various cultures 
and time periods.   
 

Learning 
Targets/I 
Can 
Statement 

I can identify the historical significance of storytelling and puppetry to our cultural 
heritage. 
I can design characters of my own in clay that has personal meaning. 

Essential 
Question(s 

What are finger puppets? 
How do we share our cultural experiences through visual storytelling? 

Resources https://scetv.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/310c443d-eeeb-4cad-82ee-
f47c64cb91a2/ceramics-wayne-ferguson/ 
 
https://scetv.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/b604d6c4-3120-47b0-8705-
890fe0cc5172/the-artists-point-of-view-2/ 
 
Storytelling 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=uHvg7pAfgEg&feature=emb
_logo 
 

Learning 
Activities 
or 
Experience
s 

Prior Knowledge-10 minutes 
Some students have already begun exploring story ideas. Whether already started, or 
just beginning, think how you can add new layers to your story? Your story should 
have a beginning, middle, and end. Like a three act play. What is the challenge your 
main character faces, and how will they overcome obstacles? Whether these are real 
or perceived obstacles.  
 
Draw from your experiences in your life so you can share how you approach life’s 
challenges. Try to describe your experiences in detail.  Then, write outline your story 
to help you develop your 5 characters (one for each finger). 
 
Exploring the content-10-20 minutes 

1. View the PBS learning videos about ceramic artist Wayne Ferguson, and how 
he tells the story of his life through the characters he sculpts. 

2. View video on storytelling to help develop your story idea 
3. Read about history of puppetry on https://ourpastimes.com/the-history-of-

hand-puppets-12214049.html 
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4. Read more on Wayne Ferguson and his work 
https://www.campbellsville.edu/news/campbellsville-university-to-display-
ceramics-by-artist-wayne-ferguson/ 
 

Extended Learning-30-40 minutes 
On a piece of paper, sketch out your own character designs in line with your story 
idea.  Explore different aspects of your characters on how they would look? Such as 
clothing, age, personality, etc. that are important to telling your story visually.  How 
can you illustrate these details on your finger puppets?  Be creative with your 
solutions. 
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